
CloudMade Press Release - CloudMade Team Maps Nation in 6 Days

London, UK - 15th July 2008 - In October 2007 a team of three mapping maestros from 
OpenStreetMap (www.openstreetmap.org) set out to achieve the unthinkable - mapping a 
nation in 6 days.   The team, made up of CloudMade founders, Steve Coast and Nick 
Black along with long time OpenStreetMap contributor, Andy Robinson, mapped all of the 
roads, rivers, train-tracks and airports as well as a huge number of the car parks, 
restaurants, schools and other amenities of the Isle of Man in week long mapping-
marathon.  Now that they've collected all this data, they are going to donate it to 
OpenStreetMap - the online project which is building a free map of the world.

The team drove and cycled every road on the Island, recording their movements with 
cheap, consumer grade GPS units whilst taking photos of street signs with digital cameras.  
After a full day's mapping the team used a suite of freely available software developed by 
contributors to the OpenStreetMap (www.openstreetmap.org) project to turn their GPS 
positions into a map.

When asked why they had decided to map the Isle of Man this way, Steve said, 'Nick, 
Andy and I are all deeply involved with OpenStreetMap, helping to organise mapping 
parties for the project as well as mapping by ourselves.  We wanted to push both 
ourselves and the OpenStreetMap software to its limits and find out exactly how much 
mapping a few people can accomplish.  The Isle of Man was an ideal test case, being a 
well defined geographic area which we felt we could tackle in a week.  Before we set off 
we thought that the week would be quite a nice relaxing holiday, a chance to see the Isle 
of Man and have a bit of a break.  It was far from relaxing, but a great way to see the 
Island.'

The mapping trio would hit the road around 8am, after a quick coffee and a bowl of cereal.  
One person would take the car, operating as "close support" for the other two who would 
set out on bikes.  Andy added, "We knew from mapping with OpenStreetMap that bikes 
are the most efficient way to map urban areas - places that typically have many small 
streets and cul-de-sacs.  Cars are ideal for the longer country roads and the balance of 
one person in a car with two on bikes turned out to work quite well".  On returning from a 
days mapping the team were faced with another 6 hours of "tagging" - the process of 
adding names and descriptions to all of the roads mapped during the day.  "As the week 
went on we were finishing later and later" said Steve, "we only got to go to the pub once in 
the whole week.  And that was the first night!"

The mappers estimate that their equipment cost less than £3000, with flights, fuel, food 
and other expenses coming to around £1000.  When asked whether the model could be 
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applied to map other areas, Andy said, "It certainly could - everything you need is there.  
OpenStreetMap's software is all completely free and available for anyone to use.  Of 
course you need to know how to use the tools, own a GPS and have some previous 
experience of mapping.  Not having local contacts would add some more expense to the 
project, but still, our costs would come in way under any other mapping company."

Having endured 6 days of 18 hour a day mapping to make a map, why are they now giving 
it away to OpenStreetMap?  Nick says, "giving the Isle of Man data to OpenStreetMap is 
the completion of the cycle.  We set out to prove that it was possible for three guys with 
bicycles and GPS units using OpenStreetMap's software, to do what the Ordnance Survey 
or TeleAtlas do, but at a fraction of the cost.  If I wanted to make a map, I would use 
OpenStreetMap's software.  If I wanted to make a better map, I'd give it to the 
OpenStreetMap community and let them maintain it.  Come back in 6 months and see how 
many footpaths have been added to the map."

The map data, which CloudMade have released under the CC-by-SA license this morning, 
is currently being imported into OpenStreetMap and should by available for anyone to 
view, download and re-use in the next few days.   In the mean time, you can get a sneak 
preview over here.

Press Enquiries: Steve Coast, steve@cloudmade.com

Additional Information

Cloud Made (www.cloudmade.com) - CloudMade are a key pioneer in the emerging 
mapping space, created to professionalise and package geo data from OpenStreetMap.  
The company, founded by Steve Coast and Nick Black provide maps to application 
developers via a range of web and mobile services.

OpenStreetMap (www.openstreetmap.org) - OpenStreetMap is collaborative project to 
create a free, editable map of the world.  Founded by Steve Coast in 2004, 
OpenStreetMap now has over 45,000 contributors spread across the world.

Andy Robinson - Andy is a long term OpenStreetMap contributor and Secretary of the 
OpenStreetMap Foundation, who has been with the project since 2005.  Andy has mapped 
vast areas of Sutton Coldfield, near Birmingham.

Equipment used - 6 x GPS Units (£360)
                 3 x Digital Cameras (£450)
                 3 x Laptops (£2100)
                 10s x rechargeable batteries (£15)
                 100s x elastic bands (£2)
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